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WAGIN FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE — 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 
MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.55 pm]: Wagin Fire and Rescue Service recently celebrated its 100th 
anniversary. I attended the wonderful celebration dinner at the town hall with life members, past and present 
members and fellow volunteers from neighbouring stations, including Katanning, Dumbleyung and Narrogin. 
Amongst the dignitaries were Craig Hynes, chief operations officer of the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority; FESA Great Southern personnel; and Max Osborne, executive officer of the WA Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Services Association. Amongst the past members were a number of interstate visitors; some came from 
as far afield as Queensland. It is testament to the high regard in which station 22 is held that so many joined 
current members and their families and friends in the lively celebrations. The hall was decorated spectacularly by 
a team of enthusiastic volunteers headed by Lyn Smith, showing the great support the service receives from the 
community. The effort, endeavours and commitment of station 22 are truly appreciated. The Wagin Lions Club 
staffed the bar, giving the VFRS members a well-deserved night off. Fond memories were shared of the 
camaraderie and strong bonds formed. Since its establishment in 1911, the service has had 32 captains, with 
Darren Smith holding the position since 2008. I also need to mention Ken Turnor, who has 52 years’ active 
service, and Ty Cook and Travis Hammersley, who assisted with organising the function. I wish Wagin Fire and 
Rescue Service all the best for its future endeavours; I know it will prosper. I will finish with the adage of 
volunteer firefighters: as volunteer firefighters, we do what we can, when we can, where we can, to the very best 
of our ability. I wish the service well and godspeed for its future efforts. 
 


